Outside area

We share the outside area with the reception class.

Sometimes we will be with the class or the Little Acorns will be on their own.

There will be bikes, scooters, prams, balls and hoops for the children to share. There is also a house, sand play, water tubes, wooden benches,mud kitchen and utensils and picnic tables. During outside play children, will be supervised at all times.

The register and Pre-school phone will be taken out during outside play and all staff are deployed at gates and near the climbing frame and the pirate ship.

We do advise parents/carers to provide adequate clothing for cold weather play and ask them to provide suitable footwear, preferably wellies.

Water
There are no water butts, ponds, swimming pools or paddling pools in the outside area. Water play will be available for children in a water trough which is supervised at all times. When the session is finished, the water will be disposed of by two members of staff, making sure that the water drains away properly.

Hazardous Plants

Occasionally we do planting and gardening, the staff take steps to make sure then items we plant are child friendly and do not pose a risk to the children’s health. We will use soil and sand which is free from lime and does not contain and fertilisers.

In the outside are it is mainly grass, any poisonous plants that do grow will be removed by the staff and the schools care taker will be informed.
We have a list of poisonous plants that we use as a guideline.

Risk Assessment 
Regular safety checks will be carried out before each session starts and any hazards will be noted.  A member of staff will enter the outside area and close all gates, checking the area and equipment is safe for the children.

The leader or deputy will be responsible for all the risk assessment checks.

If any accidents happen while the children are in the Pre-school a risk assessment will be done, if we do not already have one, in this case it will need to be reviewed. We will take into account playing children and not making too many disruptions during play
Security

The gate of the Pre-school is kept locked at all times during the session; anyone that wishes to visit the Pre-school will only be able to enter the ground via a buzzer system.

When the Pre-school children arrive, and depart a member of staff will always be on “Door Duty” .A notice advising parents to ask a member of staff to be let out is on the inside of the door.

The Pre-school have a visitor book and advise all persons to sign, date and reason for visit. We follow a procedure for a child who has been collected; this is displayed on the notice board also in the policies book.

The Pre-school follow a procedure if a child should get lost; this is on display on the notice board and in the policies book.

Acorns operate a “Password” system, this is for when another person collects a child over the age of 16 yrs, and the staffs are not familiar with that person. All passwords are in the back of the child’s registration form.

Supervision

There will always be a minimum of three members of staff at all sessions. When the children enter the Pre-school the time they arrive will be entered by their name in the register. The register is then taken, when the parents feel happy to leave.

When it is time for the children to leave the Pre-school a member of staff is responsible for entering the time the child is collected in the register. Another member of staff will be by the main door and let other members of staff know when parents arrive; the child will then leave the Pre-school when a responsible adult approaches the Pre-school. If the responsible adult is not known by the Pre-school staff a “password” will then be required, which is kept in an envelope in the child’s registration form.
